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PARTICIPANT PROFILES
 

Ms. Jutta Bertram-Nothnagel is an attorney registered in New York and Director of Relations with Intergovernmental 

Organizations for the Union Internationale des Avocats (International Association of Lawyers) and serves as the UIA’s 

Permanent Representative to the UN and to the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 

Court. At the 2010 Kampala Review Conference for the Rome Statute and at prior negotiating sessions she has led the non-

governmental coalition team on the crime of aggression. She has been for many years a member of the Consultative Council of 

the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy and has represented non-governmental organizations at the UN since 1992, 

especially in the areas of sustainable development and human rights. She has been president of the UN Association of New 

York 1997-2000, a senior fellow at the Center for International Studies at New York University, and adjunct associate 

professor for various international law subjects at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva University, New York.  

 

Dr. Bruce G. Blair is President of the World Security Institute, a non-profit organization he founded to promote independent 

research and journalism on global affairs, and an expert on U.S. and Russian security policies, specializing in nuclear forces 

and command-control systems. He is also Co-Founder and Co-Coordinator of Global Zero, an international group of 300 

world leaders dedicated to achieving the phased, verified elimination of nuclear weapons by 2030, and Co-Executive Producer 

of Countdown to Zero, a documentary film concerned with the continuing dangers of nuclear weapons released in 2010.  

 

Mr. John Borrie is Senior Researcher and Project Manager at UNIDIR, currently leading the project 'Discourse on Explosive 

Weapons'.  His research interests include: the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development, biological weapons, 

the Conference on Disarmament, cluster munitions, mines and other explosive weapons, disarmament as humanitarian action, 

historical perspectives on disarmament, multilateral disarmament negotiation processes, nuclear disarmament, new weapon 

technologies.  Previous projects and activities: 'Disarmament as Humanitarian Action: Making Multilateral Negotiations 

Work', Disarmament Insight (in collaboration with the Geneva Forum), and 'The Road from Oslo: Analysis of Negotiations to 

Address the Humanitarian Effects of Cluster Munitions'.  He is the author of Unacceptable Harm: A History of How the Treaty 

to Ban Cluster Munitions Was Won (UNIDIR). 

 

Dr. John Burroughs is Executive Director of the New York-based Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, the UN office of 

IALANA, and an adjunct professor at Rutgers Law School, Newark.  He is co-editor and contributor, Nuclear Disorder or 

Cooperative Security? U.S. Weapons of Terror, the Global Proliferation Crisis, and Paths to Peace (2007); and author of The 

Legality of Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons: A Guide to the Historic Opinion of the International Court of Justice (1997). 

 

Ms. Jacqueline Cabasso since 1984 has been Executive Director of the Western States Legal Foundation in Oakland, 

California, an IALANA affiliate.  An organizer, speaker, writer, and a leading voice for nuclear abolition, she co-founded and 

serves on the Coordinating Committees of Abolition 2000 (international), United for Peace and Justice (national and local) and 

the New Priorities Network (national and local), and is an Executive Advisor to Mayors for Peace, serving as its North 

American Coordinator.   

 

Ms. Bev Tollefson Delong is currently National President (Canada) of Lawyers for Social Responsibility (LSR), a non-profit 

corporation of legal professionals affiliated with the International Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (IALANA) 

and Chairperson of the Canadian Network to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (CNANW).  
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Prof. Nicholas Grief is a professor in Kent Law School and practices at the Bar from Doughty Street Chambers, London 

where he is a member of the International Law Group. He has appeared in several cases concerning the legality of Trident, 

sometimes as an expert witness. In 2007 he gave evidence to the House of Commons Defence Committee on the legal 

implications of the White Paper on the future of the UK’s strategic nuclear deterrent. He also lectures on EU law at the 

National School of Government and is a visiting member of the Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton.  

 

Mr. Peter Herby is Head of the Arms Unit in the Legal Division of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) at 

its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. He has written and spoken extensively on the norms of humanitarian law applicable to 

the use of arms and, more specifically, on landmines, cluster munitions, blinding laser weapons, explosive remnants of war and 

small arms. He is co-author of an ICRC study on "arms availability and the situation of civilians in armed conflict" (1999) and 

a range of other publications. He has represented the ICRC in arms-related negotiations since 1994. Mr. Herby managed a 

revision of the ICRC's policy on nuclear weapons following the 1996 ICJ Advisory Opinion and the ICRC's involvement in the 

"new nuclear disarmament debate", including an April 2010 public statement by the ICRC President. Peter Herby formerly 

directed the disarmament and arms control program of the Quaker UN Office in Geneva (1983-93), focusing in particular on 

chemical and biological arms control, a nuclear test ban and confidence-building measures in Europe and the Middle East. 

 

Mr. Sameer Kanal is a Research Associate with the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy. Prior to beginning his work with 

LCNP, Sameer was Office Manager for the NGO Committee on Disarmament, Peace and Security at United Nations 

Headquarters in New York. At LCNP, Sameer maintains and updates the website, and contributes to research projects on 

nuclear disarmament and arms control issues to support LCNP's advocacy and engagement on these issues. 

 

Dr. Patricia Lewis is the Deputy Director and Scientist-in-Residence at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies 

at the Monterey Institute of International Studies. Prior to assuming this appointment in August 2008, Dr. Lewis served for ten 

years as the Director of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) in Geneva, Switzerland. She also 

previously was the Director of VERTIC, the Verification Research and Training Centre in London, UK.  She was a reviewer 

for the Canberra Commission on the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons (1996), a Member of the Tokyo Forum for Nuclear Non-

Proliferation and Disarmament (1998-1999), a Commissioner (Ireland) on the Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission 

(2004-2006), and an advisor to the International Commission on Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament (ICNND).  In her 

capacity as Director of UNIDIR, she was a member of the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters 

(1997-2008). 

 

Ambassador (ret’d) Donald MacKay was New Zealand's Ambassador for Disarmament and Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations office in Geneva until his recent retirement.   His other positions included New Zealand’s Permanent 

Representative to the United Nations in New York, Deputy Secretary in charge of multilateral affairs in the New Zealand 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, as well as Director of the Ministry’s Legal Division, and Director of its Disarmament 

and International Security Division.   He was a member of the "Core Group" that led the initiative on the Convention against 

Cluster Munitions and was chair of the Wellington conference, and he led New Zealand's initiative on the de-alerting of 

nuclear weapons in the United Nations General Assembly.  He is currently working as an international legal consultant for 

various organisations. 

 

Mr. Ramin Mahnad serves as Deputy Legal Advisor for the Washington Delegation of the International Committee of the 

Red Cross. In this capacity, he is responsible for legal support to ICRC activities in the U.S. and Canada, with particular focus 

on military operations in Afghanistan and weapons issues.  Prior to his posting in Washington, Ramin served as the Legal 

Advisor to the ICRC delegation in Kabul.  He has also held the position of Legal Advisor to the ICRC in Sri Lanka and has 

worked at the ICRC's Legal Division in Geneva. Before joining the ICRC, Ramin practiced law in New York where he 

represented private corporations and foreign governments in litigation matters before U.S. federal courts.   

 

Mr. Ilario Maiolo has worked in a number of advisory positions for The Canadian Red Cross since 2004. He currently serves 

as Senior Legal Advisor, Humanitarian Issues where his duties include advising the Society on matters relating to International 

Humanitarian Law and  promoting IHL and other conflict-related issues with key stakeholders particularly government 

departments, the armed forces and academia. He has also worked in private practice in Europe and as a consultant for the 

Government of Canada - most recently for the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. Ilario is a member of Le 

Barreau du Quebec. 

 

Prof. Siddharth Mallavarapu is Assistant Professor in International Politics, Centre for International Politics, Organization 

and Disarmament, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University.  He completed his doctoral thesis on the 

politics of norm creation in the context of an Advisory Opinion rendered by the International Court of Justice in 1996 on 

nuclear weapon threat or use. His principal area of academic focus is International Relations theory. He has co-edited two 

books on recent Indian contributions to International Relations theory and is author of a book titled Banning the Bomb: The 
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Politics of Norm Creation (New Delhi: Pearson Longman, 2007).  He has also contributed articles reflecting on the 

implications of the July 1996 Advisory Opinion on dimensions of the Indian nuclear programme. 

 

Ambassador (ret’d) Paul Meyer is Fellow in International Security, Centre for Dialogue, Simon Fraser University and Senior 

Fellow, The Simons Foundation.  He recently retired from the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada 

after a 35 year career as a Foreign Service Officer working primarily on international security issues. He served as Director 

General of the Security and Intelligence Bureau (2007-2010) and as Canada's Ambassador and Permanent Representative to 

the United Nations and Conference on Disarmament in Geneva (2003-2007). 

 

Prof. Charles J. Moxley, Jr. is an adjunct professor at Fordham Law School teaching nuclear weapons law and is a member 

of the board of directors of the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy.  He is the author of Nuclear Weapons and International 

Law in the Post Cold War World (Austin & Winfield 2000), the principal author of the 2000 report of the Foreign and 

international Law Committee of the New York County Lawyer’s Association, “On the Unlawfulness of the Use and Threat of 

Use of Nuclear Weapons,” the co-author of the March 2008 Statement by the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, “Ending 

U.S. Reliance on Nuclear Weapons and Achieving Their Global Elimination: Wise Policy and Required by Law,” and the 

author of numerous law review and other articles on nuclear weapons law and policy.  He is a practicing attorney of Counsel to 

Kaplan Fox & Kilsheimer, specializing in federal and state court litigation and arbitration.  

 

Prof. Ved P. Nanda is John Evans Distinguished University Professor and Thompson G. Marsh Professor of Law at Sturm 

College of Law, Past President of the World Jurist Association and now its Honorary President, former honorary Vice 

President of the American Society of International Law and now its counselor, and a member of the advisory council of the 

United States Institute of Human Rights. He was formerly the United States Delegate to the World Federation of the United 

Nations Associations, Geneva, and Vice-Chair of its Executive Council, and also served on the Board of Directors of the 

United Nations Association-USA. He also serves as an elected member of the American Law Institute and as a council 

member for the American Bar Association Section of International Law, and a member of the Consultative Council of the 

Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy. 

 

Prof. Gro Nystuen is Senior Partner at International Law and Policy Institute (ILPI) in Oslo, Associate Professor at the 

University of Oslo and at the Defence Staff University College in Oslo. She worked in the Norwegian Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs (MFA) from 1991 to 2005, on issues such as public international law, human rights, international humanitarian law and 

arms and disarmament issues, including the Mine Ban Convention and the Convention on Cluster Munitions. As from 2005, 

she has also been Chair of the Council on Ethics for the Norwegian Government Pension Fund – Global.  

 

Mr. Markus Reiterer was Deputy Permanent Representative of Austria to the Conference on Disarmament from 2005 and 

2008. During that time he also played a leading role in the international process on cluster munitions, where he, inter alia, acted 

as Friend of the President during the Dublin Diplomatic Conference. He is also one of the authors of the recent Commentary on 

the Convention on Cluster Munitions published by Oxford University Press. Mr. Reiterer currently heads the political 

department at the Austrian Embassy in Washington, DC. 

 

Dr. Randy Rydell is the Senior Political Affairs Officer in the Office of Mr. Sergio Duarte, the High Representative for 

Disarmament Affairs at the United Nations and previously served as an adviser to Under-Secretary-General Jayantha 

Dhanapala and his successors.  He was Secretary of the Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters, Senior 

Counsellor and Report Director of the Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission, Senior Fellow at the Arms Control 

Association in Washington, D.C, and has been a Visiting Lecturer at Princeton University.  He also worked at the Lawrence 

Livermore National Laboratory, as well as for United States Senator John Glenn on the Committee on Governmental Affairs, 

and was an international political analyst studying the global spread of nuclear weapons. 

 

Ms. Elizabeth Shafer is a Vice-President of the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, previously serving as a Board 

Member from 1994-2007. She was a Drafter of the 1997 Model Nuclear Weapons Convention. She has written papers on 

various nuclear subjects including "Good Faith Negotiation, the Nuclear Disarmament Obligation of Article VI of the NPT, 

and Return to the International Court of Justice", first presented at an IALANA conference in 2008, which was subsequently 

published as one of four papers in the book, Legal Obligation to Nuclear Disarmament? (IALANA).  

 

Dr. Jennifer Allen Simons is founder and President of The Simons Foundation, a private charitable foundation located in 

Vancouver, Canada, with a mission to advance positive change through education in peace, disarmament, international law 

and human security.  She is also an Adjunct Professor with the School for International Studies, Simon Fra ser University 

(SFU) and Senior Visiting Fellow at SFU’s Centre for Dialogue, and Founding Partner of Global Zero. Previously, Dr. 

Simons founded the Simons Centre for Disarmament Research at the Liu Institute for Global Issues, The University of 

British Columbia, and served as Adjunct Professor and Director.  She was a member of the Steering Committee of the 

Foreign Affairs Canada Consultations on Nuclear Issues and was appointed to the Canadian Government Delegation to  the 
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2000 NPT Review Conference and the 2002 NPT PrepCom.  Dr. Simons continues to serve as a board member or advisor to 

a variety of national and international organizations and partners with Canada's Department of Foreign Affairs on the 

Graduate Research Awards for Disarmament, Arms Control and Non-Proliferation programme, and with UNIDIR on the 

annual Space Security Conferences. 

 

Prof. James Stewart joined The University of British Columbia law in August 2009, after spending two years as an 

Associate-in-Law at Columbia Law School in New York. Prior to this, he was an Appeals Counsel with the Prosecution of the 

UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. He has also worked for the Legal Division of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross and the Prosecution of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. His research interests 

include international criminal law and counter-terrorism, international humanitarian law, comparative criminal law, public 

International Law, legal theory of criminal law and the Great Lakes Region in Africa.   He has taught at Columbia Law School, 

Queens University’s summer program on international law, and the University of Geneva. Professor Stewart was also the Chair 

of Editorial Board of Journal of International Criminal Justice between 2007 and 2010, and is presently an appointed member 

of the Institute of International Humanitarian Law and a Fellow with the Open Society Initiative in New York.  His work 

focused on the liability of corporations for international criminals, presently on the accomplice liability of arms vendors for 

selling weapons used to perpetrate atrocity. 

 

Mr. Rob van Riet is Coordinator of the Disarmament Working Group of the World Future Council Foundation.  In addition to 

his work for the World Future Council, Rob is UK Coordinator for Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 

Disarmament (PNND) and Director of the Nuclear Abolition Forum. He also interned at the Dutch Permanent Delegation to 

UNESCO in Paris in November 2008. 

 

Mr. Viktor J. Vavricka has been the Head of the Humanitarian Law Section at the Directorate of International Law within the 

Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs since 2009. After concluding his law studies in Zurich and Geneva, he started his 

professional career in a Zurich based law office. From 1999 until 2001 he worked as a detention delegate for the ICRC in East-

Jerusalem and at the ICRC Regional Delegation in Kuwait. He joined the Swiss Foreign Service in 2002. After postings in 

Ottawa and Bern, he served as Deputy Head of Mission at the Swiss Embassy for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Sultanate 

of Oman and Yemen, based in Riyadh, from 2007 to 2009. 

 

Mr. Alyn Ware is Director of the Pacific Office of IALANA, a Consultant to IALANA, Director of the Peace Foundation 

Wellington Centre, and the Co-Founder and Global Co-ordinator of Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 

Disarmament (PNND). He co-founded Abolition 2000, an international network of over 2000 organizations calling for a 

Nuclear Weapons Convention, and the Cool Schools Peer Mediation Programme which has been introduced into 

approximately half of New Zealand schools. He serves as a board member and advisor to a number of international 

organizations including Abolition 2000, Middle Powers Initiative, World Future Council, International Association of 

Schools Educating for Peace, Mayors for Peace and the Global Campaign for Peace Education.  He previously served as 

Executive Director of the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy and was the UN Coordinator for the World Court Project, 

which led efforts to achieve an International Court of Justice opinion on the legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons.  

 

Mr. Alan Webb is a barrister in New Zealand practicing Environmental Law. Alan is also completing a Masters Degree on 

public international law through the University of Melbourne with a focus on implementing legislation for the International 

Criminal Court for Pacific States. Alan is a member of the National Board of the New Zealand Red Cross and the New Zealand 

chapter of IALANA. 

 

Mr. Peter Weiss is Vice-President, former President, of the International Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms 

(IALANA) and President of its US affiliate and UN Office, the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, and Vice-President, 

Center for Constitutional Rights.  He was the principal author of the draft brief on the illegality of threat or use of nuclear 

weapons used by several countries in making written submissions to the International Court of Justice in the 1996 nuclear 

weapons advisory opinion and served as counsel to Malaysia at the hearings. He has published several articles on the ICJ 

opinion and is the author of “Taking the Law Seriously: The Imperative Need for a Nuclear Weapons Convention”, to be 

published in the next issue of the Fordham International Law Journal. 

 

Mr. Toshinori Yamada is a Lecturer, School of Law, Meiji University.  He is also a board member of Japan Association of 

Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (JALANA) and a councilor of Policy Council of Japan to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 

(POCJAPAN). 
 

The Humanitarian Law, Human Security: the Emerging Paradigm for Non-Use and Elimination of Nuclear Weapons Conference is hosted by 

The Simons Foundation and co-convened by The Simons Foundation and the International Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms 

(IALANA) in acknowledgement of the Simons Chairs in International Law and Human Security at Simon Fraser University. 

http://www.gsinstitute.org/pnnd/
http://www.gsinstitute.org/pnnd/
http://lcnp.org/

