
Canada and the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
“Humanity remains one misunderstanding, one misstep, one miscalculation, one pushed button away from annihilation.”

U
.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres issues this stark warning of the immediacy of the nuclear 
WKUHDW�DQG�WKH�XQDFFHSWDEOH�FDWDVWURSKLF�KXPDQLWDULDQ�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�ƢULQJ�DQ\�RI�WKH�ZRUOGşV�
13,000 nuclear weapons. All nine states holding these weapons pursue the perpetual “modern-
ization” of their arsenals – notably making a mockery of the disarmament commitments of the nu-

clear weapon powers party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), and threat-
HQLQJ�WR�H[WHQG�WKH�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQV�HUD�LQGHƢQLWHO\��0RUH�WKDQ�HYHU��WKH�ZRUOG�QHHGV�WR�KHDU�D�FOHDU�
moral and legal call for the elimination and perpetual prohibition of these instruments of mass destruction.

Just such a call has come with urgency and authority in the January 2021 entry into force of the Treaty on 
WKH�3URKLELWLRQ�RI�1XFOHDU�:HDSRQV��731:���,Q�XQHTXLYRFDO�ODQJXDJH��WKH�731:�GHFODUHV�WKDW�šDQ\�XVH�RI�
nuclear weapons would be abhorrent to the principles of humanity and the dictates of public conscience.” 

This historic treaty exposes and stigmatizes nuclear weapons and their use as standing outside the norms 
RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQLWDULDQ�ODZ��,W�FKDOOHQJHV�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQ�VWDWHV�WR�ƢQDOO\�DFW�RQ�WKHLU�137�GLVDUPD-
ment commitments. The TPNW reinforces the urgent need for nuclear weapon states to undertake and 
conclude nuclear disarmament negotiations, with non-nuclear weapon states also at the table. 

7KHUHIRUH��ZH�WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG�XUJH�&DQDGD�WR�MRLQ�WKH�7UHDW\�DQG�FDOO�RQ�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�WR�EHJLQ�WKH�
SURFHVV�E\�SXEOLFO\�ZHOFRPLQJ�WKH�7UHDW\şV�PRUDO�DXWKRULW\�DQG�OHJDO�PDQGDWH�LQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�D�ZRUOG�
ZLWKRXW�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQV��:H�DOVR�XUJH�&DQDGD�WR�MRLQ�1RUZD\�DQG�*HUPDQ\�DV�REVHUYHUV�DW�WKH�ƢUVW�
0HHWLQJ�RI�6WDWHV�3DUWLHV��DQG�WR�ZRUN�DW�EULQJLQJ�1$72�LQWR�FRQIRUPLW\�ZLWK�WKH�7UHDW\�DQG�WKH�137�

:H�WKXV�FDOO�RQ�&DQDGD�WR�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�QXFOHDU�UHWHQWLRQLVW�SROLFLHV�RI�1$72��E\��DV�D�ƢUVW�VWHS��DFWLQJ�
GHFLVLYHO\�RQ�WKH�VWLOO�UHOHYDQW������UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RXVH�RI�&RPPRQV�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�1DWLRQDO�
'HIHQFH�Ŝ�WKDW��šRQ�DQ�XUJHQW�EDVLV�Ţ�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�&DQDGD�šWDNH�D�OHDGHUVKLS�UROH�ZLWKLQ�1$72�LQ�
EHJLQQLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�DFKLHYLQJ�WKH�1$72�JRDO�RI�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�D�ZRUOG�IUHH�RI�
nuclear weapons.”

7KH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�&DQDGLDQV�VXSSRUW�WKH�DEROLWLRQ�RI�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQV�DQG�ORRN�WR�WKHLU�JRY-
ernment for energetic and sustained leadership in helping to push the world back from the abyss of nu-
clear annihilation. Nuclear disarmament diplomacy must become a national priority. Emergency action is 
required.
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OTTAWA DECLARATION

January 2022 

This “Ottawa Declaration” emerged out of the conference of international experts initiated and convened by The Simons Foundation Canada and Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention (CNWC) 
in Ottawa, November 29-30, 2021, on “Canada and the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.” The declaration is endorsed by the following individuals (conference participants, indicated by an 
DVWHULVN��DQG�&1:&�VXSSRUWHUV��DOO�RI�ZKRP�DUH�UHFLSLHQWV�RI�WKH�2UGHU�RI�&DQDGD���$ƤOLDWLRQV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�IRU�LGHQWLƢFDWLRQ�SXUSRVHV�RQO\�DQG�GR�QRW�LQGLFDWH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�HQGRUVHPHQW��

February 7, 2022


