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OTTAWA DECLARATION

Canada and the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

“Humanity remains one misunderstanding, one misstep, one miscalculation, one pushed button away from annihilation.”

N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres issues this stark waming of the immediacy of the nuclear
threat and the unacceptable catastrophic humanitarian consequences of firing any of the world's
13,000 nuclear weapons. Al nine states holding these weapons pursue the perpetual “modern-
ization” of their arsenals — notably making a mockery of the disarmament commitments of the nu-
clear weapon powers party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), and threat-
ening to extend the nuclear weapons era indefinitely. More than ever, the world needs to hear a clear
moral and legal call for the elimination and perpetual prohibition of these instruments of mass destruction.

Just such a call has come with urgency and authority in the January 2021 entry into force of the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). In unequivocal language, the TPNW declares that “any use of
nuclear weapons would be abhorrent to the principles of humanity and the dictates of public conscience.”

This historic treaty exposes and stigmatizes nuclear weapons and their use as standing outside the norms
of international humanitarian law. It challenges nuclear weapon states to finally act on their NPT disarma-
ment commitments. The TPNW reinforces the urgent need for nuclear weapon states to undertake and

Therefore, we the undersigned urge Canada to join the Treaty and call on the Government to begin the
process by publicly welcoming the Treaty's moral authority and legal mandate in the pursuit of a world
without nuclear weapons. We also urge Canada to join Norway and Germany as observers at the first
Meeting of States Parties, and to work at bringing NATO into conformity with the Treaty and the NPT.

We thus call on Canada to challenge the nuclear retentionist policies of NATO, by, as a first step, acting
decisively on the still relevant 2018 recommendation of the House of Commons Committee on National
Defence — that, “on an urgent basis,” the Government of Canada “take a leadership role within NATO in
beginning the work necessary for achieving the NATO goal of creating the conditions for a world free of
nuclear weapons.”

The overwhelming majority of Canadians support the abolition of nuclear weapons and look to their gov-
emment for energetic and sustained leadership in helping to push the world back from the abyss of nu-
clear annihilation. Nuclear disarmament diplomacy must become a national priority. Emergency action is
required.

conclude nuclear disarmament negotiations, with non-nuclear weapon states also at the table.

January 2022

This “Ottawa Declaration” emerged out of the conference of international experts initiated and convened by The Simons Foundation Canada and Canadlians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention (CNW/C)
in Ottawa, November 29-30, 2021, on “Canada and the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.” The declaration is endorsed by the following individuals (conference participants, indicated by an
asterisk, and CNWC supporters, all of whom are recipients of the Order of Canada). Affiliations are included for identification purposes only and do not indicate institutional endorsement.
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